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LEGISLATIVE BILL 5u3
Approved by the Governor February 5, 1972

Introduced by J. W. Burbach, 19th District; Maurice A.
Kremer, 3U4th District; Rudolf C. Kokes, U1st
District; Irving F. Wiltse, Ist District; E.
Thome Johnson, 15th District; Herb Nore, 22nd
District; Thomas C. Kennedy, 21st District;

AN ACT to amend sections 2-3202, 2-3204, 2-3207, 2-3214,
2-3215, 2-3218, 2-3219, 2-3229, 2-3234, and
2-3254, Reissue Revised Statutes of Nebraska,
1943, sections 2-3201, 2-3206, 2-3213, and
2-3261, Revised Statutes Supplement, 1971, and
section 2-3241, Reissue Revised Statutes of
Nebraska, 1943, as amended by section 2,
Legislative Bill 1045, Eighty-second
Legislature, Second Session, 1972, relating to
natural resources districts; to eliminate
reference to mosquito abatement districts; to
eliminate provisions for natural resources
divisions of public power districts; to
restrict commission powers; to harmonize wih
other legislation; to provide for changes of
district boundaries; to provide for the
initial boards of directors; to require
subdistricts; to provide for vacancies; to
reduce authority of the districts; to provide
for written objections to improvements; to
provide for reports to the Legislature:; to
provide for severability; to repeal the
original sections and also sections 2-3221 and
2-3251, Reissue Revised Statutes of Nebraska,
1943; and to declare an emergency.

Be it enacted by the people of the State of Nebraska,

Section 1. That section 2-3201, Revised Statutes
Supplement, 1971, be amended to read as follows:

2-3201. The Legislature hereby recognizes and
declares that it is essential to the health and welfare
of the people of the State of Nebraska to conserve,
protect, develop, and manage the natural resources of
this state. The Legislature further recognizes the
significant achievements that have been made in the
conservation, protection, development and management of
our natural resources, and declares that the most
efficient and economical method of accelerating these
achievements is by creating natural resources districts
encompassing all of the area of the state, as provided by
this act. The Legislature further declares that the
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functions heretofore performed by soil and water
conrservation districts, watershed conservancy districts,
watershed districts, advisory watershed advisory

improvement boards, and watershed vplanning boards and
mosquito-abatement-distriets shall be consolidated and
made functions of natural resources districts; or-naturat
resources--divistons--of--putiitc--power--and---irriqgation
distriectss and the governing boards of such districts and
boards shall complete, before July 1, 1972, the necessary
transfers and other arrangements so that such boards may,
on or-before that date, begin the operation of natural

resources districts, as provided by this act. Fhe
tegisiature-further-deciares-that-when-a-public-pover-and
irrigation---district---provides---irrigation-—---service;

drainage;-£fiood-controi-and--ground--vater--recharqe--for
more—than-eone-hundred-tventy-five-thousand-acres-of-iand;
such-a-district;-subject-to-approvai-of--the--conmissions
way-organize-a-naturai-resources-diviston-by-merging-with
those-districts-tn-tts-chartered-area-as-ountitned-in-+this
section;-tf-the-chartered-area-of-the--pubiiec--pover--and
trrigation—district-fits--the--criteria——as—-ontiined--in
sectiton-2-32635 The Legislature further declares that
other special purpose districts, including soil and water

ggnsg;xg;ign_gig;;jg;gt rural water districts, ground

water conservation districts, drainage districts,
reclamation districts, and irrigation districts, are
hereby encouraged to cooperate with and, where

appropriate, to merge with natural resources districts of
naturai-resources-divisions created or--aitowed by this
act.

Sec. 2. That section 2-3202, Reissue Revised
Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read as
follows:

2-3202. As used in this act, unless the context
otherwise requires:

(1) Commission shall mean the Nebraska Soil and
Water Conservation Commission;

(2) Natural resources district or district shall
mean a natural resources district or--naturai--resources
diviston--of--a--pubitc—-power--and--irrigation--district
created pursuant to this act;

(3) Board shall mean the board of directors of a
district;

{(4) Director shall mean a member of the board;
and
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(5) Other special purpose districts shall mean
$oil__and__water _conservation _districts, rural water
districts, ground water conservation districts, drainage
districts, reclamation districts, and irrigation
districts.

Sec. 3. That section 2-3.04, Reissue Revised
Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, te amended to read as
follows:

2-3204. (1) The conmmission shall establish
appropriate rules and regulations for all hearings and
other procedures authorized by this act. All such

hearings and procedures shall be sukject to the
provisions of Chapter B4, article 9.

{2y --Fhe--commiaston---shaiti---provide---standard
quaiificatiens-fn!-a}i-district-empio7ees;-ciassify——ﬁobs
uithin--eaeh-—distziet7——and—-ptescribe——standard-—saiaty
scheduiess

t3r {2) Appeals from commission determinations et
boundaries--of--naturai--resnurces—-distriets and other
commission orders entered pursuant to this act shall be
taken to the district court of tancaster--€ounty the

county in_ _which _the appealing__party _resides. Such
appeals shall be initiated by filing a petition within
sixty days after the final order by the conmission. The

court, in its discretion, may permit other interested
persons to intervene. The review shall be conducted as a
de novo proceeding by the court without a jury. The
court may affirm the decision of the agency or remand the
case for further proceedings; or it may reverse or modify
the decision if the substantial rights of the petitioner
may have been prejudiced because the commission decision
is:

(a) In violation of constitutional provisions;

(b) In excess of the statutory authority or
jurisdiction of the agency;

(c) Made upon unlawful procedure;

(d) Affected by other error of law;

(e) Unsupported by competent, material, and
substantial evidence in view of the entire record as made

on review; or

(f) Arkitrary or capricious.
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Sec. 4. That section 2-3206, Revised Statutes
supplement, 1971, be amended to read as follows:

2-3206. (1) Each district established pursuant
to this-act gection 2-3203 shall assume, on July 1, 1972,
all assets, liabilities, and obligations of any soil and
water conservation district, watershed conservancy
district, watershed district, advisory vatershed advisory
ipprovement board, apd watershed planning board, and
mesquito-abatement-district; whose territory is 1included
Wwithin the boundaries of such natural resources district.
When the jurisdiction of any soil and water conservation
district, watershed conservancy district, watershed
district, adyisory watershed sdviseory ipprovesent board,
or watershed planning board, or--mosquito-—-abatenent
dtstrict is included within two or more natural resources
districts, the commissionj;-in-tts-erder-establiishing-suach
4tsetriets; shall determine the apportionment of any
assets, liabilities, and obligations. Such apportionment
shall be based on the proportionate land area included in
each district. Physical assets attached to the land
shall be assumed by the district in which they are
located. The value of attached physical assets shall be

considered in the apportionment of the assets,
liabilities and obligations, and any such assets may be
encumbered or otherwise liquidated by the assuming
district to effect the proper apportionment. When any

other special purpose district is merged with a natural
resources district as contemplated by section 2-3201 and
in the manner provided in sections 2-3207 to 2-3212, the
assets, liabilities, and obligations of such special
purpose district shall similarly be assumed by the
natural resources district.

(2) All taxes levied in 1971 by the counties of
this state pursuant to sections 31-827 and 2-1560 for
watershed districts and watershed conservancy districts
shall be treated as assets of such watershed districts
and watershed conservancy districts and when funds are
not available or paid to such districts on account of
such levies until after July 1, 1972, such funds shall be
paid to the order of the natural resources district or
districts within the boundaries of which such watershed
district or watershed conservancy district lies, and in
the proportionate amounts as other assets are to be
divided. Tax funds in possession of or payable to each
watershed district and watershed conservancy district at
the time of merger shall be put in a special fund of the
natural resources district or districts receiving the
assets of such watershed district or watershed
conservancy district and such funds shall be expended
within the boundaries of such watershed district or
vatershed conservancy district and for projects begun or
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planned by such districts.

$ec. 5. That section 2-3207, Heissue Revised
Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read as
follows:

2-3207. The commission Legislature shall, _until

the first IThursday after the first Tuesday _ip_ _Janpary,
1975, have the power to change the boundaries of natural
resources districts, to adjust territorial limits of two
or more districts, to combine two or more such districts
into a single district, and to divide one district into
two or more districts, j-and The commission _shall _bave

the power to provide for the merger with such districts
of other special purpose districts as enumerated in
section 2-3201s and on _the first Thursday after the
first Tuesday ip Japuary, 1975, the commission shall
assume all other powers enuperated in this section. In
exercising such powers, the commission shall be bound by
the criteria and procedures provided by this act for the
initial establishment of natural resources districts and
shall follow the procedure set forth in sections 2-3208
to 2-3212.

Sec. 6. That section 2-3213, Revised Statutes
Supplement, 1971, be amended to read as follows:

2-3213. (1) Beginning on the first Thursday
after the first Tuesday in January, 1975, each district
shall be governed by a board of directors of five, seven,
nine, eleven, thirteen, fifteen, seventeen, nineteen, or
twenty-one members, the number to be recommended to the
commission by the first board of directors before January
1, 1974. The commission shall determine the number of
directors, and in making such determination shall
consider the number recormended by the first bLoard, the
complexity of the foreseeable progranms, and the
population and land area of the district. To insure
continuity in completing existing programs and to promote
the efficient and effective transition of povers and
prograss of existing soil and water conservation
districts, watershed conservancy districts, watershed
districts, adyisory vatershed advisory improvepent
boards, apd wvatershed planning boards, and--mesquite
apateaent--disteicts; as provided by this act, all
directors or supervisors of such districts and members of
the boards on July 1, 1972, todether with supervisors _of
s0il _and water conservation districts and _dirsgtors _of
ground _water copnservatiopn districts, and _alse _gne
rtepregentative from each city of the secopd class _within
the district, ope representative from each _city of the
first class within the district for each five _thousand
iphabitants, to the nearest five thousapd, _and seven
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represeptatives from _each _city of _the primary _class
within _tbhe district, __such __reprcsentatives __to _be

¢oupgil, with the mayor and members of the _council _being
eligible for such desigpatign., shall comprise the first
board of the natural resources districts within which
they reside, except when the natural resources district
inciudes a city of the metropolitan class the first board
shall consist of the resident members of the board of

directors of soil and water conservation districts, and

members of adyisory watershed advisory improvement
boards, and also, in any natural _resources _district _ip
which is situated a city of the petropolitap _class. _ten

representatives of urbap ipterests to_ _be designated _by
the county poard of the county _in__which _guch city _is
located. These individuals shall be officially convened
as boards of the respective districts by the commission
prior to July 1, 1972, at which time they shall elect
officers. This first board shall serve until the first
Thursday after the first Tuesday in January, 1975, when
successor board members shall have been elected and
qualified as provided by this act. The conduct of the
affairs of this first board, including 1initiation of
plans for operation and administration of the district,
and creation of subdistricts for nomination of candidates
for directors, shall be in accordance with rules and
regulations promulgated by the commission,_ _which rules
and regqulations shall reguire that in the creation _of
subdistricts for nomipation of candidates for _directors

this first board shall give due _regard _to _all factors

including_but not limited to the extemt that works _of

which population_and_taxable values are logcated in__urban
areas_and_the wishes _of _the people in _the _district.
Vvacancies on such boards during the period of July 1,
1972, to the first Thursday after the ¢first Tuesday in
January, 1975, shall be filled through appointment by the
Governor. Natural---resources---districts--—estabiished
pursuant--+o--this--act--shaii--be--given--names--by--the
coonpission-based-on-evidence-presented—-at--the--hearings
such districts shall be political subdivisions of the
state, shall have perpetual succession, and may sue and
be sued in the name of the district. To facilitate the
task of administration of the first boards of hnatural
resources districts and in recognition that many such
boards will have a large number of members, it is__hereby
provided that an executive conmmittee of Dpot more _than
twenty-one members shall pe selected by majority vote _of
the board. Municipal representation _on _such _exegutive
copmittee shall be provided for giving due regard to _all
factors_including but not _lipited _to _the extent that
sorks of improvement are located in rural areas and_ _the
extent to which population and taxable values are located
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in_urban_areas. _Executive members;-it-is—hereby-provided
that—uhen—the—-first——board——is-—compose&—-of——mo:e--than
thitty—nine-—membefs-—an--executive——cemmittee———mar—-—be
appointed-by-apprnva}-of-a—majority-vote—of—the—board-—to
eonduct--the——business——o{—-the——boardr—--Sﬂch——executive
:nmmittee—must—iﬁciade—teptesentation-ffom-each-soii——anﬂ
uater——conservatioﬂ-—-disttict;———vatetshed——-consetvancy
distriet;-vatetshed-district7—Intershed--advisory-—beard;
vatershed-pianning-board-and-mosquite-apatement--district
uhich-hcs——tepzeseﬂtation-—on-’the--first--bon:d—-of——the
natu:ai-tesoufces-district—and-—the—-eroeative—-comnittee
shaii-be—composed—of-net—to—-exeeed-—tienty—one—-membets;
except-vhere-necessary-to-have--representation——-for--each
such-represented-district—or-board---Executive committees
shall be empowered to act for the board in all matters
within its purview unless specifically limited by the
establishment and appointment; Provided, that __the
executive committee shall be assigned the _respopsibility
of _creating subdistricts for nomination of candidates for

{(2) Whenever the land area of an irrigation
district, reclamation district, or public power and
irrigation district lies wholly or in part within a
natural resources district, a person appointed by the
board of such irrigation district, reclamation district,
or public power and irrigation district, shall sit as a
nonvoting member of the board of the natural resources
district.

13}-Hhen—:oii-ana-veter—-conservation——dist:ictsr
rntershed--conservaney——distriets;——watershed——distzicts;
uatetshed—advisn:y—bnn!ds;-natershed—pianning-boatds;-and
mosquitn—abntement—distticts-are--merged——uith—-n-—pubiic
power-and-irrigation--district--as--provided--in--section
2-32647-ati-directors-or-supervisors--ef--such--districts
aﬂd-boards-oﬂ-dui7—47—49927-shaii—eomptise—the——governing
body-—af——the‘~pubiic——pover--and--irtigation—-dise:ict*s
natural--resources--division-—-and--shati--serve-—-in--that
eapacity—nntii-the-fi:st-?hufsday-after—the-fitst—?uesdav
in—dannary7—49457-ihen—the-pubiic——pouer-—and——i:rigaeion
distriet‘s-:eguiariy—eiected—-board-—of——difeeters—~shaii
assume-control-over-its-naturai-resoureces-divisions

Sec. 7. That section 2-3214, Reissue PRevised
Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read as
follows:

2324 Uy, (1) District directors shall be elected
for four-year terms at the general election of the state.
On or before July 1 of every even-nunbered year,
beginning in 1974, the commission shall notify the 1local
district of the names of those directors whose terms
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expire as provided by law.

(2) Directors of natural resources districts
shall be elected on a nonpactisan ballot and pay no
filing fee. The board of directors may shall divide the
district into subdistricts, subject to the approval of
the commission apd_such subdistricts shall be established
with due regard to all factors includipng but not _linited
to the extent that works of improvemept _are _located _in
KHXQL-QEEQE__ﬂnﬂ__Lh2#_EZSﬁn;.-&g_-!hiSH__BBQHiQE192__QDQ
taxable values_are located in_urban areas and the _wishes
of the people in the district. ¥f-a-district-is-to--have
subdistricts;-the The boundaries of such subdistricts
must be designated by May 1 of the election year.
Candidates may place their names on the ballot by £filing
petitions with the commission on or before August 10 of
the election year. Registered electors residing within
the district or subdistrict shall be eligible for

nomination and for signing petitions. Petitions shall
pbear the signatures of not less than twventy-five
qualified registered electors residing within the

district or subdistrict, and shall state whether such
nominee shall be placed on the ballot as a candidate fronm
the district at large or a subdistrict. candidates shall
be elected by the gqualified -electors of the entire
district vhether-or-not-ehe—distriet-has-heen—subdivide&;
and all electors shall vote on the candidates
representing each subdistrict.

(3) The number of subdistricts for a district
shall equal a number which is one less than a majority of
directors for the district. The ballots shall list each
nomination subdistrict and candidates therefrom and also
the at-large candidates. Candidates must be residents of
the subdistrict designated on their nomination petition.
Registered electors may each cast a number of votes not
larger than the total number of directors to be elected.
The candidate receiving the most votes in each listed
subdistrict, or the district at 1large when applicable,
shall be elected. Whenever the number of directors to be
elected exceeds the number of subdistricts, candidates
may petition from the district at large, in which case
the ballots shall 1list such candidates underxr an
appropriate heading.

(4) on or before August 25 of the election year,
the commission shall certify and forward the slate of
candidates for directors for every district in Nebraska
to the Secretary of State. The Secretary of State shalil
certify to the county clerk or election commissioner
involved the names of the candidates on a sample ballot
and certification. The county clerk or election
commissioner shall have the necessary ballots printed and

122 =



LBS43

distributed to the designated polling places. Local
election judges shall determine the appropriate ballot
for voters., All registered electors who have legal
residence in the district shall be eligible to vote. The
county clerk or election commissioner shall forward to
the Secretary of State pursuant to law the official
canvass of the votes cast in the county for directors.
The state canvassing board shall canvass the results of
the election of directors for natural resources
districts. The Secretary of State shall mail an election
certificate to each candidate elected.. Elected directors
shall take their oath of office in the same manner
provided for county officials.

(5) The Secretary of State, county «clerk or
election commissioner, shall have the power and authority
to do those things necessary to carry out the provisions
and intent of this act. The commission shall pay the
actual expenses incurred in the printing of the certified
ballot and certification.

16r-in-the-1974-etection;-if-the-district-has-not
been-subdivided—into—subdistrict37—the-candidates—eiected
fton-the-at—iatge—iist-shaii-setve-—fot—-four-1eut-—te:ms
except—thnt—a-nunber—equai—to-oﬂe—iess—thaﬂ-u—iajotity—of
the-directers-for—the—disttict—shaii-se:ve--for--tvo—yeat
terms;-vhich-shaii-he-those-receiving-the-fevest-yotes-of
these-eiected:

17> (6) In the 1974 election;-if-the-district-has
been-subdivided-into-subdistricts; two candidates shall
be elected from each subdistrict and the candidate
receiving the highest number of votes from each
subdistrict shall serve for four years and the candidate
receiving the next highest number of votes shall serve
for two vyears. In addition, when there shall be
candidates on the ballot from the district at large, one
director shall be elected to serve for four years fron
this slate of candidates.

t8F (7) Not later than August 1 of any election
year, the secretary of the district shall certify to the
Secretary of State the names of the counties,
mpunicipalities and election precincts or geographical
description then comprising the district, and at the same
time he shall certify the number of directors to be
elected and the election district or subdistrict from
wvhich they are to be elected, respectively. The
secretary of the district shall also furnish to . the
Secretary of State and county clerks or election
commissioner such maps and additional information as they
may reasonably require in the proper performance of their
duties in the conduct of elections and certification of
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the results of the same.

Sec. 8. That section 2-3215, Reissue Revised
Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read as
follows:

2-3215. A vacancy on the board shall exist in
the event of the death, disability, resignation or
removal from the district or subdistrict of any director
or the elimination or detachment from the district of the
territory in which a director resides. In the event of a
vacancy from any of such causes, oOr otherwise, such
vacancy shall be filled by the board of directors. Ihe
person_so_appointed pust have the same gqualifications _as
the person_whol hg sucgeeds. Such appointments shall be
in writing, for the remainder of the unexpired term, and
until a successor is elected and qualified. The written
appointment shall be filed with the Secretary of State.

Sec. 9. That section 2-3218, Reissue Revised
Sstatutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read as
follows:

2-3218. Before the first Thursday after the
first Tuesday in January, 1975, meambers of the btoard of

directors shall receive no salaries, but shall be
compensated for their actual and necessary expenses
incurred in connection with their duties. After the

first Thursday after the first Tuesday in January, 1975,
each board is hereby given the power and authority to
provide a per diem payment for directors of not to exceed
twenty-five fifteen dollars for each day that he attends
meetings of the board or is engaged in matters concerning
the district, but no director shall receive more than six
hundred dollars in any one year; Provided, that such per
diem payments shall be in addition to and separate from
compensation for expenses.

Sec. 10. That section 2-3219, Reissue Revised
Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read as
follows:

2-3219. {1} The board shall hold regularly
scheduled monthly meetings at which meetings the board
shall take such action and make such deterainations as
are required by this act. After the first Thursday after
the first Tuesday in January, 1975, a majority of the
voting members of the board shall constitute a quorum,
and the concurrence of a majority of a quorum shall be
sufficient to take action and make deterninations.
Within ninety days of the creation of any natural
resources district, the board thereof shall, by
appropriate rules and regulations, designate the regular
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time and place such meetings are to be held. At the
first meeting of each year, the board shall review its
projram for the preceding year and outline its plans for
the following year. At the first regularly scheduled
meeting after the completion of the yearly audit reguired
by section 2-3223, it shall present a report of the
tinancial condition of the district ana open discussion
relevant to the same. Notice shall bhe given of all board
meetings pursuant to section 84-140..

{2) __The _boards _of _directors of _the _patural
Lesources districts within each river _rasin__shall peet
Jointly at least twice a year at such tipes and blaces_as

may be mutually agreed upon for_ the purpose of _receiving

Sec. 11. That section 2-3229, Reissue Revised
Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read as
follows:

2-3229. The purposes of natural resources
districts shall be to develop and execute, through the
exercise of powers and authorities contained in this act,
plans, facilities, works and programs relating to (1)
erosion prevention and control, (2) prevention of damages
from flood water and sediment, (3) flood prevention and
control, (4) soil conservation, (5) water supply for any
beneficial uses, (6) development, management, utilization
and conservation of ground water and surface water, (7)
pollution control, (8) solid waste disposal and sanitary
drainage, (9) drainage improverent and channel
rectification, (10) development and management of fish
and wildlife habitat, (11) development and management of
recreational and park facilities, and (12) forestry and
range management, jand--{i3y--mosquite—-abatements All
such plans and programs are to be in conformance with the
goals, criteria and policies of the state water plan as
developed by the Nebraska Soil and Water Conservation
Commission; Provided, that the development and execution
of such plans and programs as authorized Ey this section
within Nebraska planning and development districts shall
be undertaken only if a properly designated district
planning body for the area affected shall fini that such
plans and programs are not in conflict with the goals,
objectives, or plans of the district planning board.
Such planning kody shall be accorded a period of thirty
days to review and comment upon the plans and programs of
natural resources districts, Failure to reply within
thirty days shall be conclusive that the proposed tplans
and programs have been endorsed bty tue district plarning
body; Provided, that negative conmments on plans or

proyrams by the district planning body shall not delay
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action by the natural resources district or its agent
when such plans and programs are specifically recommended
in a functional plan that has been approved by the
Legislature. The same thirty-day review period shall be
provided for the central state planning agency. The
execution of such plans and programs as authorized by
this section may not be undertaken if as a result of this
review the central state planning agency shall find that
such plans and programs are in conflict with state
policies and plans approved by the Legislature. Failure
to reply within thirty days shall be conclusive that the
proposed plans and programs have been endorsed by the
central state planning agency. As to development and
management of fish and wildlife habitat and development
and management of recreational and park facilities, such
plans and programs shall be in conformance with the
outdoor recreation plan for Nebraska and the fish and
vildlife plan for Nebraska as developed by the Ganme and
Parks Commission. Plans for development and management
of fish and wildlife habitat and recreational and park
facilities shall be approved in writing by the Game and
Parks Commission prior to their adoption or development.
periodic reports shall be submitted by the districts to
the commission as such plans and programs develop and the
commission shall coordinate the activities of the several
districts to prevent conflicts of operations.

SECs 12. That section 2-3234, Reissue Revised
Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read as
follows:

2-3234. Each district shall have the power and
authority to exercise the power of eminent domain when
necessary to carry out the purposes of this act within
the limits of the district or outside its boundaries.
Exercise of eminent domain shall be governed by the
provisions of sections 76-704 to 76-724; Provided, that
whenever any district seeks to acquire the right to
interfere with the use of any water being used for pover
purposes in accordance with sections u46-204, 70-668,
70-669, and 70-672, and shall be unable to agree with the
user of such water upon the compensation to be paid for
such interference, the procedure to condemn property
shall be followed in the manner set forth in sections
76-704 to 76-724, and no other property shall be included
in such condemnation. No district shall contract for
delivery of water to persons within the corporate limits
of any village, city, or metropolitan utilities district,
por__in__competition _therewith outside _such_ _corporate
lipits, except by consent of and written agreeament with
the governing body of such political subdivision. A
village, city, or wmetropolitan utilities district may
negotiate and, if necessary, exercise the power of
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erinent domain for the acquisition of water supply
facilities of the district which are within its
boundaries.

Sec. 13. That section 2-3241, Reissue Revised
Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, as amended by section 2,
Legislative Bill 1045, Eighty-second Leyislature, Second
Session, 1972, be amended to read as follows:

2-32u1, 14}-5ach—disttiet—shcii-have-—the--pore:
and-autho:ity—to-estahiish-—nnd--maintain——faciiities--or
iand-:ites-far-soiid—vaste-disposai——uhoiiy——o:--in-—part
inside-or—outside—the—boundaties-of-the—district—and--nay
ceﬂt:act—iith-uny-person-fot—disposai—of-soiid—vaste—-and
other-use-of—such-atens:-—Paciiities—and—sites—for--soiid
iaste-disposai—shaii—conpiy-vith—staﬁdatds—as—adopted——hy
the-bepartment-of-Heaiths

€2y Each district shall have the power and
authority to provide technical and other assistance as
may be necessary or desirable in rural areas to abate the
lovering of water quality in the state caused by
sedimentation, effluent fronm feedlots, and runoff from
cropland areas containing agricultural chericals. Such
assistance shall be coordinated with the programs and the
stream quality standards as established by the Department
of Environmental Contral.

Sec. 14. That section 2-3254, BReissue Revised
Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read as
follows:

2-3254, (1) Within thirty days after such a
petition has been filed with the natural resources
district, the board shall cause due notice to be given of
a hearing upon the question of the desirability and
necessity, in the interest of the public health, safety
and welfare, of the undertaking of such a project, upon
the question of the appropriate boundaries descritbing
affected land, upon the propriety of the petition and
upon all relevant questions regarding such inquiries.
Notice of such hedring shall be published prior thereto
once each week for three consecutive weeks in a legal
newspaper published or of general circulation in the
district. Landowners within the limits of the territory
described im the petition and all other interested
parties shall have the right to be heard. If the board
tinds after the hearing that the project conforms to the
purposes and requirements of this act, it shall enter its
findings in the board's official records and proceed to
nake detailed plans, apportion the benefits and carry out
the project. If the board finds that the project does
not conform with this act, the findings shall be entered
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in the board's records, and copies of such findings shall
te furnished to the petitioners and the commission.

(2) The board of directors having first, with the
aid of such engineer, surveyor and other assistants as it
may have chosen, made detailed plans of the puklic work
to be done, shall apportion the benefits thereof accruing
to the several tracts of land within the district which
will be benefited thereby, on a system of units. The
land least benefited shall be apportioned one unit of
assessment, and each tract receiving a greater benefit
shall be apportioned a greater number of units or
fraction thereof, according to the benefits received.
Nothing contained herein shall prevent the district from
establishing separate areas within the project
improvement area so as to permit future allocation of
costs for particular portions of the work to specific
subareas. This subarea method of allocation shall not be
used in any project improvement area which has heretofore
made a final apportionment of units of benefits and shall
not thereafter be changed except by compliance with the
procedure prescribed in this section.

(3) A notice shall be inserted for at least one
week in a newspaper published or of general circulation
in the project improvement area, stating the time when
and the place where the directors shall meet for the
purpose of hearing all parties interested in the
apportionment of benefits by reason of the improvement,
at which time and place such parties may appear in
person, or by counsel, or may file written objections
thereto. The directors shall then proceed to hear and
consider the same, and shall make the apportionments fair
and Jjust according to benefits received from the
improvement. The directors, having completed the
apportionment of benefits, shall make a detailed report
of sampe and file such report with the county clerk.
Thereupon the board of directors shall cause to be
published, once each week for three consecutive weeks in
a newspaper published or of general circulation in the
project improvement area, a copy of the apportionment so
far as the lands or lots are concerned, and a sStatement
of the total number of units of benefit in the district,
and notice shall also be sent to parties appearing to
have a direct legal interest in such apportionment as
provided by sections 25-520.01 to 25-520.03. If _the

anezﬁ_eﬁ_sgsnng_iisLs_sgzxeﬁgnxiﬂg_mgsg_xhan__2;2:1__ggx
sgﬂs_g£_&hﬁ?§§;1mgsgﬂ_x9&§l_9§§s§sm§n;§_§hg;l-7£;lg__zAsh
the Doard within thirty days of the final publication _of

the apportionment _writtep _objections _to the _proiject
proposed. said_proiject and work in _copnection therewith
§hQ;L_hg_sn§Bgnégg_nnd_ﬁaiQ_2£gj2£;_§hgll_agx_Ds.ﬂgng__;n
said proiject area.
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Sec. 15. That section 2-3261, Revised Statutes
Supplement, 1971, be amended to read as follows:

2-3261., Whenever the words soil and water
conservation district, watershed conservancy district,
watershed district, advisory watershed advisory
improvement board, or watershed planning board;---ef
mosquito---abatement—--district appealr in sections
hereinafter listed in this section, they shall, after
July 1, 1972, ke construed to mean and apply to the
natural resources districts created pursuant to this--act
sections 2-3201 to 2-3261. The sections wherein existing
functions, powers, and duties are transferred and
allocated to the natural resources districts are:

(1) Section 2-1529;

(2) Sections 23-320.01, 23-320.06, 23-320.08,
23-320.09, and 23-320.12;

(3) Sections 31-551, 31-552, and 31-553;
(4) Sections U46-604 and L6-629;

(5) Section 60-330;
t6y-Sections-74-2903-te-74-2948+

t7r (6) Sections 72-222 and 72-1304; and
{8y {(7) Section 85-163.04.

Sec. 16. Each district apd _commission subiject

to_Chapter 2, article 32, shall anpually, _on__or _before
dapuary 1 _of each year commencing_Japuary 1, 1973, rerort

Sec. V7. 1If apy section in this act or_ any part
of __any___section _shall __be _declared __jipyalid___or
uncopstitutional, such declaration of _invalidity _sball
not_ affect the validity of the remainipg __portions

Sec. 18. That original sections 2-3202, 2-3204,
2-3207, 2-3214, 2-3215, 2-3218, 2-3219, 2-3229, 2-3234,
and 2-3254, Reissue Revised Statutes of Nebraska, 1943,
sections 2-3201, 2-3206, 2-3213, and 2-3261, Revised
Statutes Supplement, 1971, and section 2-3241, Reissue
hevised Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, as amended by section
2, Llegislative Bill 1045, Eighty-second Legislature,
Second Session, 1972, and also sections 2-3221 and
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2-3251, Reissue Revised Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, are
repealed.

Sec. 19. Since an emergency exists, this act
shall be in full force and take effect, from and after
its passage and approval, according to law.



